Discreet heterotrophs: green plants that receive fungal carbon through Paris-type arbuscular mycorrhiza.
Arbuscular mycorrhiza (AM) is a symbiosis between plants and Glomeromycotina fungi, and is distributed throughout the plant kingdom and all terrestrial ecosystems. Colonization in plant roots usually takes structural forms of either Paris- or Arum-type, distinguished by intracellular hyphal coils and arbuscules and exemplified by Paris quadrifolia and Arum maculatum (Gallaud, 1905; Smith & Smith, 1997; Dickson et al., 2007), respectively, with a near 1:1 distribution among plant species (Dickson et al., 2007).